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SUBJECT: POSSIBLE FURTHER REDUCTIONS IN NETHERLANDS ARMED FORCES 

1. WE HAVE BEEN RECEIVING INDICATIONS THAT NETHERLANDS 
MINISTRY OF DEFENSE IS CONSIDERING FURTHER SUBSTANTIAL REDUC- 
TIONS IN NETHERLANDS FORCE COMMITMENT TO NATO. THESE INDICA- 
TIONS, FROM WELL-INFORMED MILITARY SOURCES, ARE NOT PRECISE 
ABOUT NATURE OR EXTENT OF REDUCTIONS. WE HAVE BEEN TOLD. 
HOWEVER, THAT INTRODUCTION OF U.S. FORCES INTO NORTHERN FRG 
IS BEING VIEWED AS BASIS FOR POSSIBLE RATIONALE THAT, SINCE 

US IS BEEFING UP FORCES, DUTCH CAN DRAW DOWN. 

2. WE HAVE ALREADY INDICATED THAT BUDGET DIFFICULTIES ARE 
PUTTING A LOT OF PRESSURE ON DEFENSE BUDGET (THAT HAGUE 5185) 

AND WE HAVE REPORTED PLANS TO CUT 250-300 MILLION GUILDERS FROM 
DEFENSE BUDGET ANNUALLY IN YEARS 1976-1978 (THE HAGUE 4258). 

IN ADDITION, IT HAS BEEN NO SECRET THAT DEFENSE MINISTER 
VREDELING IS SEARCHING FOR CONCRETE AND MAJOR APPLICATION 
OF THEORY OF RATIONALIZATION. 

AS VREDELING SEES IT, IT IS BETTER FOR DUTCH FORCES TO BE 
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BADLY. THIS WAY OF THININKG MAKES IT POSSIBLE, OF COURSE, TO 
RATIONALIZE GETTING OUT ALTOGETHER FROM CERTAIN MILITARY TASKS 
NOW CARRIED OUT BY GON. 

3. IT MAY BE THAT OUR SOURCES ARE BEING SOMEWHAT ALARMIST 
AND THAT THEY ARE, PERHAPS DELIBERATELY, OVERSTATING THE 
CASE IN THE HOPE OF GENERATING TIMELY COUNTER PRESSURE. EVEN 
ALLOWING FOR THIS, HOWEVER, IT IS LIKELY THAT ACTIVE SEARCH 
IS STILL GOING ON IN RESPONSE TO BUDGET PRESSURES WHICH ARE 
MOST SEVERE CURRENT GOVERNMENT HAS YET TO FACE. 

GOULD 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ALLIANCE, MILITARY BUDGET, MILITARY POLICIES, TROOP REDUCTIONS, DEFENSIVE CAPABILITIES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 15 OCT 1975 
Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975THEPIA05256 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750357-0454 
From: THE HAGUE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19751053/aaaabvsa.tel 

Line Count: 72 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GolinoFR 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 06 JUN 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <06 JUN 2003 by SmithRJ>; APPROVED <09 JUN 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: POSSIBLE FURTHER REDUCTIONS IN NETHERLANDS ARMED FORCES 
TAGS: MPOL, NL, NATO 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



